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Message from Dani Elazar, Hand in Hand CEO 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
When we first prepared this mid-year report, it captured the dynamic efforts of running our growing 
network of Jewish-Arab schools and communities.  Yet as we were finalizing it, the COVID-19 crisis 
hit—schools closed and our communities could not gather.  Even as we feel the whiplash of these 
dramatic transformations, we remain in passionate service of our core mission to build a robust, 
shared society in Israel.  Thousands of diverse Hand in Hand families countrywide still share our core 
values of inclusion and equality, and the strength and importance of our community fabric is felt now 
more than ever before.  
 
This report is primarily an overview of the work done in our six schools and communities from the 
start of this year to educate almost 2,000 students and challenge divisions in Israeli society.  We have 
also included updates on the adjustments being made to ensure that we continue the school year as 
successfully as possible and plan for next year.    
  
As measures to cope with COVID-19 were implemented just a few weeks ago, we too transitioned 
swiftly to distance learning and virtual community activities.  These past few weeks have become a 
time of real creativity and experimentation: utilizing technology in new ways, rethinking certain 
educational and community-building approaches, and reflecting on our organizational structures.  
Indeed we are learning a lot about the opportunities that distance learning and virtual community-
building have to offer, and I know that the lessons of this problem-solving period will serve us long 
after this crisis ends.  In addition, like many NGO’s in Israel we have had to pare back financial outlays, 
reducing staff hours and pay, and placing others on unpaid leave to weather this uncertain moment.  
With care and empathy, we are also helping staff members navigate bureaucratic channels to access 
public assistance, and organizing resources for staff and community members in need. 
 
Just as in ordinary times, Hand in Hand must always do three things well: run great schools, reshape 
Jewish-Arab relations in Israel, and scale up our network for wider impact.  Our top priorities are 
ensuring that long-term growth trajectories remain resilient, upholding crucial relationships with 
governmental and institutional partners, and continue developing powerful programming.  We are 
also preparing to launch activities in two new locations, Nof Hagalil and Rosh Ha’ayin/Kfar Kassem, 
now in advanced stages of work with the respective municipalities.  Such expansions reflect widening 
public support, and our efforts have not slowed. 
 
We are extremely grateful to you, our many friends and supporters, for standing with us.  With the 
profound challenges of this period, and the deep inequalities that it reveals, we thank you for your 
commitment to cultivating a more inclusive and just society in this land.  We stand in solidarity 
together now, and tomorrow.  
  
With my warmest blessings for good health and wellbeing,  
Dani 
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About Hand in Hand 
 
Hand in Hand is building inclusion and equality between Arab and Jewish citizens of Israel 
through a growing network of bilingual, integrated, and multicultural schools and communities. 
Our schools in Jerusalem, the Galilee, Wadi Ara, Jaffa, Haifa and Kfar Saba, are primarily public 
with core government support, upon which we build an immersive bilingual and multicultural 
program.  We remain dedicated to the incredibly complex and exciting work of raising a new 
generation unshackled from inherited fears of the past.  Our students graduate as empathic, 
sophisticated, and highly skilled critical thinkers, willing and able to actualize their beliefs.  
 

    
While the challenges of Jewish-Arab relations in Israel are profound, we are forging a successful 
path through sustained interaction around a shared mission.  Eight years ago we understood 
that Hand in Hand’s educational and communal model can have a much wider impact on Israeli 
society, and have since doubled in size.  We now operate six schools – three veteran and three 
newer and growing – which are part of the public-school system, thus benefitting from 
governmental support and impacting the wider school system in each locale. Our families are 
diverse, yet united in the choice of shared education and living.   
 
The Hand in Hand Communities Department runs a 
constellation of adult and family programs, including holiday 
celebrations, workshops, dialogue meetings, language and 
cultural text study, sports, festivals, trips, and much more.  
This year, more than 3,000 adults participate regularly, 
creating a wide platform for social inclusion and civic 
equality.  Community activities strengthen the schools 
themselves and impact the wider public beyond. 
 
This report covers the program year through March, and also 
includes updates on adapted operations since the COVID-19 
crisis has set in.  Please note that this information is up to 
date as of early April 2020. 
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Greetings from President Reuven Rivlin 
 
As our supporters have been unable to visit these past 
two months, Israeli President Reuven Rivlin filmed a 
video message expressly for you!   
 
“As somebody who grew up in a home where we spoke 
both languages, I truly understand the power of 
language.  It holds the power to open a window to 
another culture; the power to bring us closer; the 
power to connect. "   
 
The President, and his late wife Nechama, always expressed appreciation for Hand in Hand and 
hosted our students and supporters at their home on multiple occasions.  We are pleased to 
share President Rivlin’s greetings: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=668938553934980 
 

 

 
Galilee School Virtual Tour 
 
Our Galilee students had also been looking forward to 
welcoming Hand in Hand supporters for a visit in 
March, and created a virtual tour to share with you 
and our friends around the world. 
 

 

 
Growth at Hand in Hand  
 
Since its inception over 20 years ago, Hand in Hand has grown from two small classes in the 
Galilee and Jerusalem to 1,943 students in six schools across the country.  In the past eight 
years alone Hand in Hand’s student body has expanded by over 114%. 
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HAND IN HAND GROWTH 2012 - 2020

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=668938553934980
https://www.facebook.com/Handinhandschools/videos/151977726009751/
https://www.facebook.com/Handinhandschools/videos/151977726009751/
https://www.facebook.com/Handinhandschools/videos/668938553934980/
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Our dream is to offer shared education in every mixed Jewish-Arab area in Israel, providing an 
integrated education to all who seek it.  Our current wave of growth is anchored in three 
expanding locations - Jaffa, Haifa, and Kfar Saba, supported by new curricular and teacher 
training developments, increasing academic, municipal, and governmental partnerships, and 
cultivating new communities and schools.   
 
To illustrate, in the current year we have:  
 
• Advanced to 5th grade in Jaffa, 4th grade in Haifa, and 2nd 

grade in Kfar Saba 

• Launched a new partnership with the Tel Aviv-Jaffa 
Municipality to train teachers in local Jewish preschools with 
Arab students* 

• Rapid progress of construction of our new Jerusalem high 
school building  

• Developing and rolling out upgraded, research-driven 
language acquisition curricula 

• Running partnerships with the Hebrew University teaching 
Education students, as well as the Jerusalem Municipality 
teaching a regional high school civics course 

• Producing multiple new web series, created in part by Hand 
in Hand alumni, exploring and elevating conversations often 
missing in mainstream Israeli society*  

• Laying the groundwork to inaugurate a new Hand in Hand community and preschool in 
Rosh Ha’ayain/Kfar Kassem, and partner with the Nof Hagalil (Nazareth Illit) Municipality to 
run programs in local preschools that enroll both Jewish and Arab children* 

 

*more detail below 
 
 
The combined work of our schools, 
communities, and public impact enables 
Hand in Hand to bring thousands of Jewish 
and Arab children and adults together day 
after day, year after year, and serve as both 
an anchor and beacon for shared society in 
Israel.  This report details key achievements 
and challenges thus far in the year, 
alongside a look to the future.  
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2019-20 Impact  
 
In a year of new partnerships, expanded programming, and more vocal public platforms, 
highlights include: 
 
Widescale Public Partnership in Jaffa: In Jaffa, many Arab children are enrolled in Hebrew-
stream preschools.  Education officials in the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality recognized the critical 
need to offer these children a culturally relevant education, as well as the value of providing 
both them and their Jewish classmates with more inclusive programming.  Officials asked Hand 
in Hand to develop a teacher training workshop and accompanying curricula for use in eight 
such preschools in Jaffa, and Hand in Hand staff began training over 30 teachers this winter.  
This program is currently paused due to Corona-related restrictions, however is slated to 
relaunch as soon as possible. 
 
New Municipal Partnership: Extensive efforts with the Nof Hagalil (Nazareth Illit) Municipality 
and residents have finally begun to bear fruit!  The Mayor has established a working group of 
senior municipal officials and Hand in Hand senior staffers to create multicultural curricula for 
Jewish preschool and elementary school educators with large numbers of Arab students in their 
classes.  These curricula will promote core Hand in Hand values of equality, mutual respect, and 
bilingualism, and serve to help improve relations between these two sectors of the city. 
 
Potential New School: We are working with about 90 Jewish and Arab parents from the 
neighboring towns of Rosh Ha’ayin and Kfar Kassem to hopefully open a Hand in Hand 
preschool there this fall.   Happily, the mayors of each location are greatly supportive.  
 
Launching Web Series to Share Our Story: This year we have developed two web series to help 
elevate stories and values often missing in the Israeli public discourse.  The “Have You Listened 
to the Arab Voice?” series, now fully available online, interviews different local experts for brief 
yet deep dives into their thoughts on employment, healthcare, planning, and much more.  The 
“Mishmish” series, produced by Hand in Hand alumni, has published the first segment of their 
series, applying their unique analytical skills to explore things they are curious about, like 
ecstatic Jewish sects and Arab women artists. 
 
  Madrassah-Beit Midrash Intercultural Text Study: Our Madrassah course infuses the 
Hand in Hand community fabric with a rich, text-driven underpinning that promotes  

understanding of one another’s heritage.  This year we expanded  
Madrassah from one to four locations, with each community 
participating in a unique course tailored for their individual 
interests.  We are happy to partner with the Shalom 
Hartman Institute to run our Haifa Madrassah this year. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/handinhandil/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/handinhandil/videos
https://www.facebook.com/Handinhandschools/posts/3001138606575012
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2019-20 Hand in Hand School Highlights 
 
Students across the Hand in Hand network are taught by both Jewish and Arab teachers, 
learning each other's languages, cultures, and histories, and putting the values of equality and 
mutual respect into real-life practice.  The following is a snapshot of key programming this year:  
 
Jerusalem  
 
In Jerusalem, students take part in the Culture of Religious Heritage program throughout their 
elementary school years.  3rd graders visited a Mosque, Church, and Synagogue, where they 
were shown the inside of a Torah scroll.  2nd graders held an election for the value most 
important to them, and friendship won!  Oscar and Grammy winning artist Jorge Drexler visited, 
performing for our students and our choir and band performed for him.  We also held 
schoolwide events for Identity Day, International Women’s Day, Hebrew and Arabic Language 
Days, and Road Safety Day. 
 

      
 
High school students are taking in part in several new classes such as Robotics, Model UN, 
Financial Planning, and a partnership with the National Library for a ‘History through 
Manuscripts’ class.  In addition, our high school regional Civics course includes 17 students from 
five other Jerusalem schools, who join our students for an energetic three-year program.   
 
Galilee 
 
The Galilee elementary school is not just a Hand in 
Hand leader in Project Based Learning, but a 
national leader in this hands-on educational model 
that approaches learning from multiple angles.  For 
example, students learned about energy, 
conservation, and budgets by learning to read the 
school’s electric meter and bill, and were charged 
with finding new ways to reduce the school’s 
usage.   
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Alongside dozens of other Project Based Learning efforts this year, the school’s greenhouse and 
library were very active spaces.  A recent library project invited students to recommend titles 
that changed their lives, and the librarian works with teachers to display books related to the 
subjects they are covering in class.  In February, when Chinese schools were closed due to 
COVID-19, the staff arranged videoconferences for our students to connect with the Chinese 
students who had been stuck at home, and practice their English at the same time!  There is 
also an active Student Parliament, advocating for student requests and invited to take part in 
select staff meetings.  
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Wadi Ara 
 
This September our principal, Hassan Agbaria, returned to the school after a sabbatical year.  
Beloved for his warm rapport with students, and jump rope skills at recess, Hassan led the 
whole Hand in Hand Wadi Ara community in inaugurating a new school building.  Parents and 
children worked together to turn empty plots on the new campus into a beautiful garden 
 
The school continued its peer mentoring program, with older students mentoring younger 
ones, playing games and helping them with their reading skills.  Renowned storyteller Yossi Alfi 
visited the school, and read one of his books in both Hebrew and his native Iraqi Arabic.  The 5th 
and 6th grade girls soccer team won a regional championship.  2nd graders culminated a special 
unit on creation stories with their annual sleepover at the school and watching the sun rise 
together.  And in honor of Yitzchak Rabin Memorial Day, 6th graders chose independent group 
projects on the subject of free speech. 
 

        

 
Jaffa  
 
The Hand in Hand Jaffa community is extremely diverse in both religious as well as 
socioeconomic backgrounds.  The staff contends with these wide gaps with a lot of love, 
patience, and fortitude, and work hard to provide our students with an innovative and 
empowering education.   
 
The preschool campus includes a large community garden, where each class tends a plot.  
Complimenting the garden time, preschool classes did an extended unit on insects, setting up 
displays with artwork and books, caring for captured specimens, and learning about the 
ecosystem that we are a part of.   
 
The elementary school, now up to the 5th grade, is rooted in ‘Place Based Learning’, 
approaching the entirety of Jaffa as a classroom.  For example, 2nd and 3rd grades are learning 
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creation stories in Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, and have visited different houses of worship 
throughout the year.  Science classes in the older grades have focused on urban nature, 
including a much-beloved edible plants unit, and walking tours of different neighborhoods 
where students are taught to question how and why these areas look the way they do.  There is 
also a 5th grade computer coding class, as well as new project to design a school kitchen—and 
the winning design may be built next year. 

 
       

Haifa  
 
Now up to the 4th grade, the Haifa preschool and school have made the city of Haifa itself into 
an anchoring subject this year.  Children have taken public transportation to field trips to better 
understand the geography of the city.  One of their visits was to a landscaping office to learn 
about outdoor design, and students then created their own models of their dream playgrounds.  
Elementary school students are taking part in mini seminars exploring Haifa-related subjects, 
like local wildlife, the Haifa Bay, and different neighborhoods and communities.  Students are 
also enjoying new specialty classes such as filmmaking and computer coding, the latter in 
partnership with Intel.  Haifa remains our network leader in Arabic language acquisition, and 
teachers also began a new one-to-one mentoring program with elementary students this year. 
 
In the words of our new Haifa preschool director this year, Michael Farjon: “The real wall 
between people in Haifa is education.  And we are breaking down that wall.” 
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Kfar Saba 
 
The youngest of the Hand in Hand schools, this year’s Kfar Saba student body has reached 2nd 
grade.  On track to full government recognition and support as a public school, today over 80 
children are enrolled from wide circles of families in the area, including the towns of Tira and 
Taibe, and recruitment efforts will bring even bigger growth next year.   Each day at the Kfar 
Saba school begins with a half hour gathering, be it yoga, sharing stories from the weekend, 
guided meditation, and more.  The school has a ‘junkyard’ playground, where children get lost 
in their imaginations building cities and farms out of crates and hoses.  Staff are teaching a new 
environmental science curriculum this year, and classes spend a significant amount of time 
outdoors on the beautiful Beit Berl College campus (where we are located).  The school is 
becoming a known address for shared society work in the area, as staff runs almost every 
community event in partnership with a local institution or municipality.  For example, we are 
bringing together city officials from Taiba and Kfar Saba to plan a Hand in Hand summer camp.  
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COVID-19 Schools Update:  
Like all schools in Israel, Hand in Hand closed its schools on March 15 to protect against the 
spread of the Corona virus, and transitioned into distance learning for the foreseeable future.  
This has required an overnight adaptation to the technologies, possibilities, and limitations of 
online learning.  Our schools and staff are learning and adjusting as rapidly and effectively as 
possible, with the support of our pedagogical team who are creating daily materials for teachers 
to utilize with their students.  Our educators are developing incredibly creative virtual learning 
activities, even filming puppet shows for students!  Please note that only our preschools, like all 
preschools in Israel, are not conducting regular online learning.  
 

 
       

 
Communities  
 
Each year community activities expand, including more people and running more activities, and 
we are preparing to begin work in two new locations as well (Rosh Ha’ayain/Kfar Kassem and 
Nof Hagalil).  Each community comes together as a family, in both sweet and hard times.  In the 
fall/winter we marked International Violence Against Women Day with discussion and action, 
and also held seasonal Olive Festivals and Hanukkah-Christmas parties as well—including in 
Jaffa where we brought over 1,000 people together for a massive celebration of shared living.   
 
In February, we brought hundreds of educators, parents, and nonprofit staff together for an 
intensive, nourishing, and powerful two-day conference on the subject of activism, and our role 
as individuals and a collective in making this society a more just and inclusive place.   
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5djkNNxmRc&feature=youtu.be


 

   13 

COVID-19 Communities 
Update:  
With the advent of home lockdowns 
due to the Corona Virus, much of 
our community activity has moved 
online, including cooking classes, 
film screenings, panel discussions 
with thought leaders and Knesset 

Members, dialogue sessions, and language and Madrassah text courses.  Through a 
crowdfunding effort we have established a fund to help those amongst us in need at this time. 
   
 

         

Alumni 
 
Hand in Hand’s Alumni Program empowers graduates to translate their shared education 
experiences into engagement and leadership in their communities and on college campuses.  
Hundreds of Jewish and Arab graduates are the foremost ambassadors of Hand in Hand’s vision 
of social inclusion and civic equality.  This year our graduates have been receiving support and 
coaching, both for their academic studies and social initiatives they are developing.  A group of 
graduates has undertaken a new filmmaking project, the Mishmish web series, documenting 
stories from eclectic corners of society.  There are active alumni groups based out of the 
universities in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, and graduates have been taking part in Public Narrative 
workshops teaching storytelling and public speaking skills.  We also ran a special track for 
alumni to participate in the Communities Department conference in February. 
 

      
 

  
COVID-19 Alumni Update:  
Alumni activities are currently taking place online.  In addition to joining videoconference 
community activities like yoga, films, and panel discussions, alumni are still participating in the 
Public Narrative workshops, developing a Corona-related episode of the Mishmish web series, 
and are now planning Zoom gatherings for different graduating classes.   
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Thank you, Friends! 
 
We are in constant appreciation of your support and friendship to Hand in Hand, and especially 
at this moment.  Our values do not change in times of crisis; if anything, we feel that they are 
strengthened.  Our commitment to building a more inclusive and equal society in Israel remains 
firm, and we are proud that the Hand in Hand community is playing such an important role in 
our families’ lives as we weather this moment as one.  We thank you for standing with us, 
during this time and always.  We wish you, your families, and communities good health and 
safety, and look forward to better days!  


