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Dear Lawrence Family,

Warmest regards,

My name is Bilsan Nator. I am a 22-year-old Druze native of the Village of Daliyat el-Karmel, overlooking Haifa.

My mother is a long-time elementary school principal who retired this year, and my father works in the Finance 

Ministry.

I am a student in the biotechnology department, in the pre-medical track, and am completing my second year of studies.

I currently residing in  Kiryat Shemona, where I work two days a week in the BubCom Centers Company which provides 

online customer service solutions (security, data management, site construction and so forth).

I enjoy my studies very much, and am doing quite well in them, as my high GPA reflects.

Accordingly, I intend to begin my master’s degree as soon as I graduate, and I hope to be accepted in the Weizmann 

Institute, Israel premier scientific research center.

It was very important to me to thank you for your extraordinary willingness to give, for the extra push which not only 

made focusing on my studies easier, but also made me feel appreciated and fulfilled. It made me feel that my dedication 

and investment in my studies were seen and that my achievements were respected.

Thank you so much,

May you continue to give and receive back a hundredfold the goodness you bring into the world.

Bilsan

Dear Sandra and Peter,

I hope that you and all of your family are doing well and getting through this troubled period. 

As we face the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, we are proud and 

appreciative of the work of our faculty and administrative staff that are rising to the 

challenges and engaging in transitioning to a distance-learning format, while maintaining 

a study routine with careful attention to all students. With their dedication, we have rapidly 

adopted to this unexpected reality. These times call for mutual responsibility, out-of-the-box 

creative thinking, determination and perseverance. We are particularly proud of the ability 

of our students to adapt to this unforeseen detour on their educational journey. Today, 

more than ever, our students are facing increased financial burdens, as many have lost 

their jobs due to the Corona lockdown. Your highly appreciated contribution and support in 

these difficult times helps them cope with the new financial reality and remain focused and 

committed to completing their studies. 

At moments like this, mutual guarantee is a source of resilience and inspiration for us all. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and partnership in our 

shared vision for the growth and development of the Galilee and its people. 

Warm regards from the Galilee,

Dinah



Dear Sandra and Peter Lawrence,

Warm regards

My name is Saja Al Yosef, and I am a fourth-year Food Science student in Tel-Hai College.

I was born and raised in the Daburia Village; a Muslim village adjacent to the Jezreel Valley. I am the oldest of five 

children. These days I live in Kiryat Shemona, and the rigor of my academic studies make combining work and study 

exceedingly difficult. I study five days a week, and in my free days participate in the “Perach” tutoring program. I 

tutor a second-grade child and help him in his studies. This is a truly empowering experience for me as I enjoy every 

moment with him and try to provide him with as much knowledge and emotional support as I can! I hope that once the 

Corona pandemic passes, I will be able to return to continuous activity with him.

In addition, I have volunteered over the past few years in a community center in my village and have served as the 

assistant of a special education teacher. During this volunteer activity I have assisted children with physical disabilities.

Up to a few weeks ago, this was a really exciting time with the kids. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, this 

activity has also been halted. 

I was proud of myself for helping and emotionally supporting handicapped children.

I am writing you my story with great excitement because I do not take your help with this scholarship for granted. This 

economic assistance is extremely significant and welcome to me.

Thank god for sending us people like you in our time of need.

You have really helped me and smoothed my academic path forward! I wish you a long, happy and healthy life.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart

Saja

Dear Peter and Sandra,

My name is Deborah Benbenisti. I am a second-year biotechnology student – premedical studies track in the Tel-Hai 

College.

Thanks to you I was awarded with an excellence scholarship for my first academic year and I wanted to thank you and 

express my great appreciation for your work. 

I am 22 years old and am currently residing in Kiryat Shemona with my partner. Originally, I was from Safed, where 

I grew up as in an ultra-orthodox family with eight children, with me the fourth. My father works in a Yeshiva, 

and my mother was a homemaker for most of her life, so we lived hand to mouth, and suffered from much economic 

hardship. From a young age I worked, first as a babysitter, and from the age of 15 to the present, as a waitress in the 

hotel where I also met my partner. I also worked upon occasion in catering, event halls, boarding school cafeterias and 

so forth. From the moment I began to work, my economic dependence on my parents gradually declined, and I became 

self-sufficient at a relatively young age. This independence contributed much to my life and taught me a great deal. 

I was in ultraorthodox school until tenth grade. At the end of the summer vacation, before starting eleventh grade, I 

decided to leave the ultraorthodox educational system and move into the secular system. My parents took it very hard 

and so I compromised with them: I would sign up for a state religious school. My goal was to win “my freedom” since 

an ultra-orthodox system could be very strict and limiting, even also the school hours, and forced me to live a lifestyle 

which was no longer true to who I was. In addition, I wanted to complete my 12 years of study with a full matriculation 

certificate with all the relevant subjects.

The move to a state religious school opened up new opportunities for me, opportunities that I lacked in the 

ultraorthodox educational system. 5 units of math, 5 units of English, 5 units of physics – all denied to me in the 

ultraorthodox high school! In addition, I registered for a “medical cadet” program in which we had a weekly meeting 

with medical students, which exposed us to fascinating medical content and by the end of the week we were in a Be’er 

Sheva University, we visited the Soroka Hospital and met medical students that told us about their personal experiences, 

the medical studies acceptance process, and their studies. I was also fortunate enough to win a place in the ‘Israeli 

Journey’ program, which was for me a significant and unforgettable trip.

In my eleventh grade I also participated in the mission to Poland, which I refused to miss. I paid for half of the costs of 

the trip with my own income, with the parents and my school chipping in to enable me to participate.

I learned a lot during the two years I spent outside the ultraorthodox educational system. I was exposed to so much 

content and so many important values, and received tools for the future, that I would have been denied had I continued 

in the ultraorthodox high school.

After high school, I carried out my national service in the Tel Aviv Magen David Adom station, as an accompanying 

ambulance medic. My service year was the most significant year in my life. The first year I spent outside of my home, 

in an apartment with partners in Tel-Aviv. This was a lot of responsibility. Every day had, on the average, six events 

during the shift and some days even had 8 events, with very little time to rest in between. That year, I met a wide 

variety of people in their most sensitive and vulnerable moments, be they economically affluent people in North Tel 

Aviv or homeless street people in order to provide them with medical aid. Some of the cases were difficult and some 

were easy. During my service I spent quite a bit of time in the emergency rooms of various hospitals in the center of the 

country where I was exposed to the world of medicine in action, and saw how an ER is conducted under pressure and 

stress and how the doctors and the nurses conduct themselves admiringly under heat. During my service I realized that 

I wanted to be a doctor and I decided to do everything to achieve my goal. 

Following my national service stint, I returned to the North and made enquiries about places I could work. I completed 

my SAT and worked in a hotel. During this year I registered in Tel-Hai for a pre-medical studies track. 

I am currently in my fourth semester and enjoying my studies and the new knowledge I am accumulating. There 

are difficulties, but I do my best to maintain good accomplishments. The fact that I was able to reach these excellent 

achievements motivates me to keep on going and investing my all in my studies, and I can see the hard work paying 

out! I work two jobs during my studies, which makes it very difficult for me to focus on my academic work. I do my 

best not to let my jobs get in the way of my academic achievements, which is why I felt such great satisfaction when I 

was awarded with the president’s excellence scholarship. I work in a restaurant in Kiryat Shemona after the study day 

about three shifts a week, and on the weekends and holidays I staff a hotel in Safed which has become my second home 

after all these years. My non-corona routine is very busy, with very little free time.

Over the upcoming summer I will be beginning the acceptance process and tests for the four-year track for a medical 

degree, which will require me to reduce my extracurricular workload, for these tests will take place concurrently with 

my third academic year. I am beginning a long process which requires much effort and dedication, but I am certain that 

I will achieve my goal of becoming a medical doctor.

That is why I wanted to thank you, yet again, for this scholarship. It is literally an academic and financial lifeline 

especially during these times when the corona pandemic has closed down the activity of my usual places of employment.

With the most profound appreciation,

Deborah Benbenisti     



Dear Peter and Lawrence Sandra,

My warm regards,

My name is Bian Hejazi and I am a first-year biotechnology student on the pre-med track. I am 20 years old and was born 

and raised in Tamra, a Muslim town in the Galilee. Currently I reside in Kiryat Shemona. I continue to live in Kiryat 

Shemona during the Corona Pandemic, and carry out my social activity of distributing food to the elderly. In addition, I 

provide online (zoom) lessons in Arabic for Hebrew speakers. In parallell I am active in a gender equality group in Tel-Hai 

College.

I have two sisters and a brother, all younger than me. My father is a lawyer and my mother is a secretary.

Given the demanding academic regimen, I was unable to combine studies and work this year, but I intend to work over the 

summer holidays, and hope to work next year as well.

Upon graduating, I want to move on to a master’s degree and then to find a job and begin building a career.

I offer my heartfelt gratitude to you, the Lawrence Family, for my scholarship. This relieves so much economic pressure, 

supporting me and enabling me to live and study here in the North. I do not take this for granted, not in the slightest, and I 

am filled with appreciation for what you have done and are doing.

Many many thanks,

Bian

Dear Lawrence Family,

Warm regards,

My name is Yara Bedarna. I am a 23-year-old third-year environmental sciences student.

I was born and raised in the city of Arraba in the Galilee. This is not the first time I was blessed with one of your 

scholarships, and I feel that you have played a very significant part in the course of my life.

I come from a family of seven children. I have a 19-year-old sister who is also a student in Tel-Hai College (first 

year, the Department of Economics and Management), and two school age brothers aged 11 and 15. My mother is an 

employee of the Keter Plastic Company, whereas my father is independent.

I currently live in the Kiryat Shemona dormitories together with several flat mates from my hometown. I wish to thank 

you from the bottom of my heart for the scholarship, which has helped me get through these challenging times. I am 

particularly grateful because my parents are of limited financial means, and my father’s income was severely damaged 

during the Corona pandemic. In parallel to my studies I work throughout the year in order to pay back past debts that 

are a heavy burden to me.

Once I graduate, I hope to fit into the labor market, find a good and orderly professional framework, and develop a 

career.

Respectfully,

Yara

Greetings,

My name is Ariav Shtern. I am 29 years old, a third-year biotechnology student (agriculture track).

I was born in 1990, and from then until the beginning of my studies in Tel-Hai College I lived in Kibbutz Yasur. 

I concluded my high school studies in the Ofek educational institute in Kibbutz Evron in the art and photography 

track. In the IDF, I served as combat medic in the Combat Engineering Corps. During my service I was promoted to 

company Medic, requiring me to provide medical services to all soldiers in the company. Among other activities, I 

coordinated referrals for various treatment to the soldiers and provided field solutions for medical problems. Following 

my discharge I worked as a medic on hikes and as a gas pump operator in the “Dor Alon” gas station. In addition, I 

worked in a private business in the Kibbutz, building musical instrument and installing them. I worked in three jobs 

simultaneously in order to save up money for my studies. I chose biotechnology and agriculture studies because I am 

very interested in studying the various sciences, and particularly plants. With the knowledge I am acquiring I hope to 

operate out of passion to my profession in order to resolve medical problems. I currently live in Kiryat Shemona and 

work in various occasional jobs until I finish my degree. My parents both worked until recently. Currently my mother 

can’t work due to health reasons, and my father was just laid off. I have a little brother (21) who serves in the IDF and 

lives in a Kibbutz. At the end of my studies I will continue to work in a farm, in the field I have studied, and I would be 

very happy to continue on to a master’s degree, and develop new types of plants which will contribute to society.

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart, dear Lawrence Family, for your generous contribution, and for how 

it enables me to focus on my studies. I offer my heartfelt wishes that you will enjoy many more years of contributing 

and assisting worthy causes, and that you will always be on the giving side.

Many thanks,

Ariav Shtern



Dear Peter and Sandra,

My name is Or Avraham, and I am a third-year nutrition studies student.

I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the academic excellence scholarship you have provided me with 

and to bless you with good health, happiness and receiving back sevenfold what you have given me and other students 

benefitting from your generosity of spirit.

This scholarship will help me to continue to pursue my studies in my chosen profession and also help me find a job in 

the field once my studies are concluded. I would like to become a clinical dietician and to practice my knowledge in my 

profession.

My studies are very intensive, which is why I decided to stretch them out over 4 years, so that I intend to conclude my 

degree next year.

Let me tell you a little about my background. I am 26 years old, and I was born and raised in the Ameka Moshav in the 

Galilee. I enlisted in the IDF in 2012, and served in the North Command during all of my years of military service.

Following my discharge I chose to pursue academic studies in the Tel-Hai College. I chose the field of nutrition due to 

my longstanding interest in it, particularly the combination of nutrition and therapy. I am currently living in Kiryat 

Shemona, and in order to meet my rent, I try to work in various student jobs as well as provide private lessons in 

various fields.

I offer you heartfelt wishes of good fortune, and hope that you continue to support the students and be blessed with 

watching your investment in the future bear fruit.

Respectfully,

Or Avraham

Dear Lawrence family,

Warm regards,

My name is Adam Pearson. I was born and raised in Kibbutz Sasa, and I wish to express my appreciation for the 

generous academic excellence scholarship you have provided me with.

I began my service in the IDF in the Artillery Corps Meitar Unit. During the second half of my service, in which 

personal circumstances prevented me from continuing my service in the unit, I became a personal driver to a senior 

officer.

I am 29 years old, a second-year student of environmental studies, and lease an apartment in Kibbutz Kefar Giladi, as 

it is located near the college, making it easy for me to arrive and return after classes.

During the spring and autumn semesters I barely work, for I dedicate most of my time to studying, but in the vacations 

between semesters, particularly during the summer break, I work in every type of occasional job both in and out of the 

Kibbutz, both physical labor and office work, all days of the weak.

I have not managed to combine work and study due to a learning disability from which I suffer (dyslexia) which really 

slows down my reading speed and forces me to spend an inordinate amount of time reading up on the material. I make 

use of the assistance provided by the support center for students with learning disabilities at the college and do my best 

not to permit my learning disability to pose an obstacle or prevent me from fulfilling my potential.

My plans for the future shape themselves as I move and learn… the topic of water recycling (grey water) very much 

interests me and I would be very happy for an opportunity to deepen my knowledge and specialize in it. I wish to be 

exposed to actual developments in the field, and at the same time familiarize myself with the academic discourse on the 

topic. I think that the combination between the academic discourse to field practice is perhaps a sort of a social roadmap 

for various environmental topics in general, and in water related topics in particular. I would like to develop scientific 

tools of my own that would help me research and better understand the environment, in order to improve our conduct 

within it.

I wish to thank you for the aid you are providing me. It truly gladdens the heart to find out that there are people who 

appreciate hard work and academic excellence, and who are prepared to support it.

My heartfelt thanks,

Adam



Dear Peter and Sandra,

My name is Tal Talia Avitan and I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the scholarship you have 

granted me. 

I am currently finishing my third and final year of pre-medical track biotechnology studies in Tel-Hai College and 

want to thank you for the scholarship you awarded me. 

I was born and raised in Galilean Hatzor, a small town about twenty minutes south of Kiryat Shemona. My parents 

divorced four years ago and I, my mother, and my sisters (I am the youngest of four) now live in Moshav Sde Eliezer.

In the IDF, I served as a squad commander in the Nitzanim Basic Training Camp near Ashkelon, I felt I my military 

service was important, and it certainly taught me much about what I was capable of, and taught me to realize my 

potential and draw upon my willpower. I registered for academic studies as soon as I was discharged in order to fulfill 

my childhood dream of becoming a doctor. I know that the academic road to becoming a medical doctor is long and 

tough, but I am sure I can overcome all obstacles and succeed.

Studies for the degree are very demanding and so I am not working at the moment. However, I do carry out social 

activity in the “Perach” project. In this framework, I am tutoring a fifth-grade girl who is having a hard time in her 

studies, and in the social aspect I am trying to help her improve her accomplishments, both academically and socially. 

We prepare her homework together, and I escort her on social gatherings of the school. 

My first degree grants me the option of registering to the four-year track medical studies in the Bar-Ilan University 

extension in Safed and that is what I am aiming at. The scholarship you provided will enable me to fulfill that dream – 

and for that I want to thank you!

With the utmost thanks,

Tal

Dear Lawrence Family,

My name is Hussein Shelata. I am 19 and live in Sakhnin, a Muslim City in the Western Galilee. I am a first-year 

biotechnology student (pre-medical school track) in the Tel-Hai College. During studies I live in Kiryat Shemona, 

because it is difficult for me to spend over two hours driving from Sakhnin to the college and back. I prefer to use the 

time to study and rehearse the material I had studied. Nonetheless, following the outbreak of the corona pandemic, I 

have returned to my parent’s home in Sakhnin. Ever since I had been a high school student, I loved volunteering and 

giving to my community. Between 2015-2017 I volunteered in the Al-Manal NGO for special needs individuals in 

Sakhnin. I would walk twice a week to spend time with these good and dear people, talk with them, and purchase them 

what they needed. Even during these hectic times I have not been able to give up the joy of volunteerism: currently, 

I am participating in the national project of realizing the rights of holocaust survivors and I call them in order to 

ensure their wellbeing, soothe their distress and anxieties, insofar as I can, and provide them with an accessible and 

reliable confidant. It is precisely during these times that all of the vulnerable sectors of our society, including holocaust 

survivors, require psychological support, and so I volunteered to the program gladly and with no hesitation whatsoever.

Currently, I am not employed due to being short on time. All of my time is devoted to either studies or the national 

project. Once I graduate, inshallah, I intend to enter and find my place in Israeli biotech companies such as the global 

Thermo Fisher Scientific Company, accumulate experience and advance in my career. In another 15 years I see myself 

as a CEO of one of Israel’s leading biotech companies. I aim high – because that is the only way to succeed.

I wish to put down in words my heartfelt thanks, both personally and on behalf of my family, for your scholarship. We 

sincerely appreciate it, for this scholarship will eventually help us and relieve financial stress. 

Regards, 

Hussein Shelata



Dear Lawrence Family,

My name is Rian. I am twenty years old and grew up in the Muslim Village Reina, in the Galilee region not far from 

Nazareth.

I am a second-year biotechnology student. 

I have worked as customer service representative in the Sama Cellular Company for almost two years, and in spite of 

many difficulties successfully combine work and studies.

Over the years I have volunteered in the Ha-Galilee “Beit Avot” Hospital via an NGO that carries out various activities 

for the benefit of the elderly while they are hospitalized.

This volunteer period taught me much about my abilities to give of myself and receive even more in return. Sometimes 

it is not simple to be in the situations I experienced in the hospital, but I always focus on the people I serve.

At the end of the day, you cannot reach your peak satisfaction without giving of yourself and of what you love.

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for your generous donation on behalf of the students and 

myself. This is very helpful to me – may you always be the giver, and not the receiver.

With profound respect,

Rian Karim

Dear Peter and Sandra Lawrence

Warm regards,

My name is Guy Fleishman, and I am a 26-year-old second year biotechnology (agriculture track) student in Tel-Hai 

College.

I was born and raised in Pardesia, in the heart of the Sharon. In my youth I was a scout and later a scout’s instructor. In 

2011 I graduated from high school and began studying in the military preparatory academy “Salt of the Earth” in Ein 

Gedi. I then proceeded for a national service year in the Kibbutz in the framework of the preparatory academy.

In 2013 I enlisted and joined the elite combat unit “Duvdevan” (cherry). During my service I undertook a command 

track: trainee squad commander, combat soldier sergeant, and team commander in a frontline company. I took part in 

the military operations “Brother’s Keeper”, “Protective Edge”, and “Godel Ha-Sha’a”.  

In 2016, following the completion of my obligatory military service, I moved to the Arava, where I worked in 

agriculture. I then moved on to live in the “Ben Shemen Youth Village” where I functioned as a youth instructor in the 

boarding school.

In 2018 I moved to the North in order to study in Tel-Hai College and develop my passion in the field of agriculture 

and aggrotech.

Currently, I live in Shaar Yishuv and work in a dairy barn in Kefar Blum. To my joy, I am able to combine work and 

study.

Once I graduate, I intend to continue on to a master’s degree in the college, specializing in soil and water, and begin to 

build my home and my future family here in the North. I feel that this region can be a fertile field for research and 

agriculture work, and it is also a great place to raise children and a family. In addition, I would like to be active in 

projects that combine agriculture and work with discharged soldiers and at-risk youth.

In the course of my volunteerism I also tutor a young man, aged 24, who is dealing with complex psychological issues, 

and requires assistance in the performance of daily tasks that may seem simple to us, but require far greater emotional 

fortitude on his part.

Dear Lawrence family, I wish to thank you for your scholarship. This scholarship will help me complete this year, and 

my studies in general, with success. It is important for me to say that I feel that I have contributed to Israeli society and 

the State of Israel my entire life and it is heartwarming and motivating to receive help when I too need it.

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation.

May you and your family enjoy nothing but good news, prosperity and peace in this world.

Warm regards,

Guy Fleishman



Dear Lawrence Family,

Greetings,

My name is Mor Tzefania. I grew up in Haifa, am now 29, and am just about to graduate from my bachelor’s degree 

studies in the Tel-Hai College. Your scholarship is really helping me reach the finish line, and this means a great deal 

to me. I really appreciate your generosity.

I am studying for a combined degree in environmental science, psychology and sociology. I currently live in Kefar 

Szold, and work for the Israel Nature and Parks Authority at a student job. Following the Corona outbreak I lost my 

source of income and so your scholarship is all the more helpful at this time.

I am considering continuing on for a master’s degree, as I desire to continue to deepen and broaden my knowledge base, 

particularly in issues such as sociology and culture, in a critical and reflexive manner.  

I receive your scholarship in return to my volunteerism in the Kol Ha-Galil radio station. I accompany radio broadcasts 

once a week and help in the production of events and in escorting new broadcasters in addition to my weekly program 

‘between the lines’. My radio program essentially analyzes the texts of song through a cultural and critical lens and 

seeks to illuminate the multiplicity of possible meanings concealed between the lines.

I wish you much health and satisfaction and thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Mor Tzefania.

Dear Lawrence Family,

My name is Adi Gilad, and I am a second-year nutrition science student in the Tel-Hai College. I am 25 and will 

celebrate my 26th birthday in less than a month.

When I began my academic studies, I moved to live in Moshav Beit Hillel near the college. However, during the corona 

period I returned to my parent’s home in Kiryat Yam, where I was born and raised, in order to help them during this 

period. I was discharged from the IDF in 2015 after a significant and meaningful service of two years. I began my 

service as a soldier in a medic course in Instruction Base Number 10 in 2013, and after graduating from the course I 

moved up the chain of command and functioned as a course commander in the Instruction base. My military service 

taught me a great deal, particularly regarding dealing with stressful high-pressure situations, and aspiring for 

excellence. Following my discharge, I began to work in Ben Gurion International Airport as an instructor of security 

screening personnel, and even provided an instruction course in the Ben Gurion International Airport. When I began 

the process of selecting the degree I would acquire, I sought a degree which on the one hand would intellectually 

challenge me, and on the other hand would enable me realize my eventual goal of aiding and consulting. In my first 

year I already began to think of a master’s degree which would enable me to progress professionally and even reach 

eating disorder wards in hospitals and private institutions dealing with the wide spectrum of eating disorders. This is a 

topic very near and dear to my heart. I see this degree of being so much more than a mere academic title. It is a mission, 

a window into opportunities later in life, and a way to develop me as a person into an individual who can help other 

in the best possible way, and this is my most important goal! During my second year of studies I decided to make use 

of my knowledge and the tutoring capabilities I had acquired throughout my life, to provide one-on-one mentoring of 

first-degree students who are having a harder time with their studies. I try to provide them with tools to help them, 

succeed in their studies and fully realize their potential.

In summary I want to thank you for your contribution. It enables me to stay optimally focused on my studies and 

continue to learn, excel, and contribute the skills and knowledge I had acquired during my studies to my friends and 

colleagues.

With great appreciation,

Adi Gilad

Dear Peter and Sandra Lawrence,

Warm regards

My name is Omer Rosenblum and I am a 33 year old native of Qatzrin in the Golan Heights.

In the IDF I served as a medic in the navy. This was a significant and highly meaningful servie that taught me much 

regarding my personal stanima, and my abillity to finction under exrtreme stress and poressure conditions.

I am currently a second year biotechnology (agriculture track) student in Tel-Hai College. I live in Kibbutz Dafna, in a 

rented apartment, and work in agriculture, mostly seasonal work focused on fruit picking.

In the future I see myself as continuing to work and evolve in this field, in work that will integrate research and 

fieldwork, and I would also like to pursue a second degree in the field. In addition to my agricultural work, I arrive 

once a month to play the guitar to patients in the “Ziv” hospital in Safed. I volunteer in a number of departments and 

try to provide the patients with some happiness and comfort.

I want to thank you for your donation from the bottom of my heart. This is a very sginificant leg up for me, especially 

during the corona pandemic which had presented me with complex economic challenges.

With heartfelt thanks and appreciaiton

Omer Rosenblum



Dear Lawrence Family,

My warm regards,

My name is Daud Nazim, from the Village Abu Senan in the Galilee. Muslims, Druze and Christians live together in 

the Village where I was born, raised and educated.

I am a 21-year-old first year biology student in Tel-Hai College. I am the oldest of 3 brothers. During my high school 

studies I volunteered in MALASH, a center for nature studies run by the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel. I 

also completed a nation and society instructor’s course, moving on to leading the “nation and society” activity in school 

alongside the “nation and society” teaching staff. We furthermore initiated and led community volunteerism activities 

and assisted in hiking trips and excursions of the weaker socioeconomic students.

I currently live in the Kiryat Shemona dorms, with a roommate. I do not work, because I find it too difficult to 

coordinate work hours with the schedules of studies and tasks. I am socially active in Perach, and I am very happy 

to be able to assist a young elementary school child who needs help in the educational and social aspects of his school 

experience. We prepare homework together, he shares his difficulties with me, and I try to counsel him and offer him 

an accessible and trusted confidant.

I wish to thank you for your generous donation. This support really filled me with joy and relief.

Many thanks for your concern to those who need support and aid – you have my heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

With warm regard 

Daud Nazim

Dear Lawrence Family,

Warm greetings,

My name is Maria Feldman. I was born in the city of Saint Petersburg in Russia and made Aliyah alone at the age of 

16 in the framework of the Naaleh Program.

Naaleh is an educational program intended for diaspora Jewish youth around the world. It enables them to arrive in 

Israel without their parents for three – four years in order to complete their high school studies and secure an Israeli 

matriculation certificate.

In the framework of this program I was exposed to life in Israel and cultural legacy values that strengthened my 

connection to Judaism.

I lived and learned for three years in a boarding school called “Meir Shefya” near Zikhron Yaakov. I completed high 

school with a full matriculation certificate with expanded biology, physics and agriculture. After I graduated from 

high school, I spent a year in the military prep school “Harel” in Jerusalem, where I studied Jewish history, culture, and 

traditions. At the same time I volunteered in a therapeutic horseback riding ranch for children with special needs. In the 

therapeutic ranch I realized my deep love for animals, and that I wanted to work in a job related to animals. Following 

the prep school, I joined the air force as a tracking dog handler in ground base protection. I won the outstanding soldier 

award in the tracking dog handler course and I served for two years alongside an amazing dog called Ciara. In the 

army my need to study and know the animal world more deeply was clarified.

I am now 23 years old, and in my first year of biology studies. I live in the student dorms in Kiryat Shemona. Due to 

the economic crisis caused by the corona I was not really able to work, but in the summer I intend to start working in 

order to fund my tuition and living expenses. I volunteer in the framework of the Perach Program, in which I tutor and 

accompany a second-grade student with her homework and socialization.

In the future I intend to continue with my studies for a master’s degree and deal with research of the animal world.

The economic aid you provided me with is not taken for granted. This support, particularly in these troublesome times, 

is very significant to me. I thank you deeply for your contribution, and for helping me take another step towards my 

dream.

Regards,

Maria



Dear Peter and Sandra Lawrence,

My name is Mirit-Chen Moshe and I am a 23-year-old second year biotechnology student on the pre-medical studies 

track in Tel-Hai College. I currently live in the Kiryat Shemona student dorms and work part time in a jewelry 

company.

In my youth I was educated in the Tzvia Ulpana School in Afula. I went on to serve in the National Service, which 

I performed in a pathology and tissue diagnosis lab for cancer research in HaEmek Hospital in Afula. My national 

service included close work with a pathologist and assisting him in whatever he required to complete his work. I 

learned quite a bit from this period, and I was exposed to a medical field that I found to be fascinating.

I had known, ever since I was a child, that I wished to work in science and medicine, and my plan is to continue on to 

medical studies in the future, which is why I selected this track.

This period of study is accompanied with considerable investment, intensive learning, reiterating and deepening my 

understanding of the material, both during the fall and spring semesters and particularly during the exam period. I am 

pleased to be able to combine work and study without detracting from my academic achievements.

The receival of your academic excellence scholarship deeply moved me. It makes me feel that my many efforts are being 

recognized. I thank you from the bottom of my heart for this scholarship and wish upon you only that your generosity 

will be rewarded with a long life and the ability to keep on giving to those who need it.

With warm regards and deep appreciation,

Mirit-Cehn Moshe

Dear Lawrence Family

Warm regards,

My name is Lior Geva and I am 27 years old. I grew up in Hod Hasharon, where I was educated in the Ilan Ramon 

Highschool. During my high school years I was a scout instructor and prior to my military service in the IDF I 

performed a national service year via the Scouts in the city of Kiryat Gat. During this national service year we worked 

with needy families in the city and were active in a variety of programs to enrich the education of the children of the 

city. In my IDF service, I held the position of Service Conditions NCO in the Givati training base. A few months ago I 

was engaged to be married, and the ceremony will take place on December (assuming the Corona pandemic will not 

interfere).

I am now a third-year nutritional science student in the Tel-Hai College. I live in a rented apartment in Kibbutz 

Maayan Baruch, but the Corona Pandemic forced me to return to my parent’s home in Hod Ha-Sharon. Given the 

situation I do not work, but beforehand I worked as a confectioner in a restaurant on the weekends. 

I will graduate with a bachelor’s degree this year and register for a nutritionist internship, which I hope to begin as 

soon as possible in order to begin working in the field following the government test. 

I wish to thank you for the academic excellence scholarship, which will help me greatly in dealing with the expenses 

of this degree, such as tuition and rent. As aforementioned, the situation prevents me from working and hence this 

scholarship is really an economic lifeline which could not have come at a better time for me.

I sincerely appreciate your contribution and wish to express my heartfelt thanks!

Warm regards,

Lior Geva

Dear Lawrence Family

Warm regards,

My name is Hadil Baraka. I am from the Druze village of Ein Qiniyye in the Golan Heights. I am a third-year 

food sciences student in the Tel-Hai College. I grew up and was educated in my home village, and immediately after 

graduating from college began my studies in Tel-Hai College. I live with my parents in the village. My mother does 

not work, and my father is handicapped and only works part time. My academic studies require considerable time and 

investment from me, making me unable to work throughout most of the year. 

I teach children who are under the care of social services in our village, and I also participate in social activity in the 

village (Perach) as a tutor of a lovely fourth grade boy. Upon graduating, I want to work in developing new products in 

the field of food technology and very much hope to advance within this field and in the industry.

The scholarship you provided me with helped me a great deal and gave me the peace of mind I require to focus on my 

studies as well as covering part of my college tuition fees.

It is hard for me to find words to explain just how much the scholarship means to me and how much of a help it has 

been. All I can say is that I do not take it for granted, not in the least. I hope that when I make it, I will be able to pay it 

forward and help those who need help. For now all I can do is wish you health and good fortune.

Eternally grateful

Hadil



Dear Lawrence Family,

Greetings,

My name is Marwa Mustafa and I am a 23-year-old third year biotechnology student. I was born, raised and educated 

in the city of Arabaa (a muslim town in the north of the country) and the Ibn Haldun School. 

During my studies in the college I live in Kiryat Shemona in the student dorms and share a room with friends from 

my home town.

Once I finish my degree I intend to work for a year, save money and then begin my Master’s Degree studies in 

Biotechnology (in Tel-Hai college).

This year I am performing social activity in the framework of the Perach program in a school in my home town, where 

I am tutoring a fourth grade student. My pupil is a sweet and adorable boy and this activity fills me with joy. Every 

Friday We have a meeting where we perform acitivites that provide him with socialization skills and I also help him 

with homework and school chores.

I want to thank you for your generous and important contribution to promote education. Thanks to your contribution 

students who require financial aid will be able to focus on their studies, with fewer distractions and pressure. 

Your kindness and generiousity enables us to continue with our studies, motivates us to work harder, achieve all that 

we can and fulfill our dream.

I deeply appreicate you for your generiousity.

Please continue with your kind generousity and Inshalla be rewarded.

Marwa

Dear Lawrence Family,

I hope that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy during these difficult times.

My name is Chen Levine, and I am 27 years old. I began my third year of biotechnology studies in Tel-Hai College in 

October 2019.

I will briefly describe my background. When I was six my parents divorced, and my brother and I stayed with my 

mother in Jerusalem. When I was 11, my father remarried and we moved to live with him and his wife, Shira, in 

Rotem in the Northern Jordan Valley. My father and Shira now have five additional children, a large olive orchard 

from which they manufacture organic olive oil, and a sheep herd. My mother has another child from her second 

marriage, so I have a total of 7 brothers from all sides. Once I graduated from the Shaked Highschool in the Sde Eliyahu 

Kibbutz, I studied for an additional year in the military preparatory school in the Hatzeva Moshav in the Arava, where 

I met Nadav, my partner for the past 8 years and my husband for the past 4 years. 

I began my military service in 2012, when I enlisted and was placed in a military paramedic course. After the course I 

was placed in the medical platoon of one of the combat engineering battalions.  

Following my service in the IDF, I worked as a tutor in the OMETZ class for at-risk youth, in the Rene Cassin High 

School in Jerusalem, and as a paramedic in various civilian projects. Following the discharge of Nadav, my husband, 

from the army as a long-term professional officer in the Egoz Unit, we left for a trip together in Africa, after which we 

worked in El Al Security in Paris until I began my studies in College.

We now live in Kfar Yuval , a small Moshav on the Lebanese Border, near the college. 

I continue to find happiness in expanding my knowledge of biology in medicine during my third year of studies. Over 

the past summer, I have begun a research project in the lab, which deals with the analysis of substances and seeking out 

natural substances in medicinal plants that can serve as the basis for the development of medication. My project deals 

with the calibration of a system for locating a molecule which can, in the future, serve as a medication to decrease blood 

cholesterol levels, leading to reduced illness and death from cardiovascular diseases. As probably occurs all over the 

world, studies in the college occur now via remote leaning, and my work in the laboratory has also been halted until we 

return to routine.

Towards the upcoming end of the school year, I have begun to think about my future plans and how they might be 

translated into daily practice. I recently understood that I desire to become a doctor since this is the profession that 

constitutes, in my view of things, the perfect integration between logical, intellectual thinking and human relations and 

the provision of service and therapy. Both of these aspects are important to me, and I desire to express them both in 

my daily life. Given this, I intend to invest my efforts next year in securing acceptance to the medical faculty of one of 

Israel’s universities.

Over the past three years, and in the present I am volunteering in the “New Shomer” Organization, assisting in 

guarding the farms of farmers victimized by thieves and vandals. In addition, my husband and I have volunteered 

during the Corona pandemic in distributing food to the elderly and assisting people who cannot leave their home by 

purchasing and delivering food and medications.

I wish to thank you and express my appreciation for your generous contribution, which is incredibly helpful, especially 

given the situation and its resultant economically uncertainty. I wish you only health and peace of mind during this 

period, hoping that it will soon pass and that we will emerge stronger and better people from it.

Yours truly,

Chen Levin



Dear Lawrence Family

Warm regards,

My name is Vadian Nezal. I am a 23-year-old third year biology student in the Tel-Hai College. 

I grew up in the Druze Village Yanuh-Jat in the Western Galilee. To my eternal sorrow I suddenly lost my father when 

I was 9 years old, leaving me and my family to cope with the resulting difficult situation.

My mother is unable to work due to health issues (heart problems) and since my father passed away the economic 

burden has fallen on my older brothers. In spite of the economic hardship, my brothers have always supported me, and 

did all that they could to enable me to study in college and realize my potential.

Up to four years ago, while I was still in high school, I volunteered in the Druze youth movement and in the youth 

council of Yanuh-Jat.

Throughout my years in school and in college, I was always able to achieve excellent academic results.

I look forward to completing my degree this year, and I wish to continue and specialize in my profession, aspiring to 

complete my veterinary degree as well.

I want to thank you both personally and on behalf of my entire family. It is only thanks to your aid that I will be able to 

cover my tuition, and this is not something I was sure I could do without your generous and caring assistance.

May God Bless you. It is about people like you that the proverb “where there are no people, you must be a person” was 

written.

Eternally grateful

Vadian Nazal

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence,

My name is Akiva Herash.

I was born and raised in the Har Nof Neighborhood in Jerusalem. My high school studies were in a Yeshiva, and it was 

there that I discovered my deep connection and love to nature, leading me to select the agriculture track. During my 

studies we grew grapes for wine, apples, cherries and more. I really connected to the field work and agriculture practice.

After high school I moved on to an advanced Yeshiva in Karmiel to develop myself spiritually and Halakhically before 

enlisting in the IDF. Those years really empowered me and helped me ground my personality for the years ahead.

After three years in the yeshiva, I enlisted as a combat soldier in the Netzah Yehuda Battalion. After completing a 

tour of duty, I undertook a squad commander course, and at its conclusion I returned to command a squad in the 

reconnaissance platoon, where I was eventually promoted to platoon sergeant. At the end of my service I married, and 

my wife and I decided to settle in Karmiel, both to help strengthen the city and contribute to the community, and also to 

enable me to return to the Yeshiva and study the Torah for a few more years.

My wife studied to become an educator and is now a teacher in a Karmiel elementary school. After three years of 

Torah studies, I decided to study biotechnology in the agricultural track in Tel-Hai College, in order to acquire a 

profession. During my first year in Tel-Hai, just as the first crops were ripening, our second daughter, Chen Emunah 

was born. 

I am now in my third year of studies, studying 5 full days a week. In my remaining workday I volunteer in the 

“Perah” Project as a personal tutor. I meet with two children from a Karmiel elementary school and assist them both 

educationally, and socially and emotionally. 

Once I graduate, I want to go out into the fields and work in practical agriculture, assisting farmers to improve their 

crops and develop techniques and methods that will help move Israeli agriculture forward.

I wanted to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your generous donation, especially during the challenging 

corona pandemic times. Helping Israeli academic students learn and earn a profession can influence the future of this 

country for many years to come and help us realize the vision of Tel-Hai’s, and Israel’s founders.

I, and my family, especially want to personally thank you for helping me achieve my own success.

Akiva Herash
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