
Desert Stars Community Update 

The Leadership High School opened this year with a record number of 240
students. For most of them studies have moved to Zoom, and teachers use a large
online lesson pool that was prepared in advance. Students that need extra help
have been given special permission to attend classes at school to prevent their
knowledge gaps from widening. These students' lessons take place at school
while maintaining all precautions, including masks, social distance and hygiene
practices.

Dear Partners, 
With the onset of a second wave of Coronavirus, all our programs are still ongoing.
During the summer preparation months each of our program managers has built
activities around three scenarios: routine activity, activity with travel limitations
and activity under full closure conditions. Therefore, the announcement of the
renewed lockdown found us fully prepared and the very next day, our programs
had a plan of action:

Rawafed Extracurricular Center for informal education worked intensively over
the summer to prepare for transition to distance learning. This year's team of six
Leadership Incubator graduates, experienced coordinators and facilitators, and
young service-year volunteers prepared online learning activity systems, including
enrichment classes and social engagement activities. With the announcement of
the lockdown, Rawafed immediately transitioned to fully online activities.
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The Leadership and Entrepreneurship Incubator began the year as early as
August, and participants had time to finish a preparatory period in Kibbutz
Ruhama as well as three intensive weeks of outdoor pursuits in the north of
the country – including a full week of volunteering. In the coming days,
participants will return to the Incubator for full activities in two separately
grouped capsules, which will actually be two Incubator programs running side
by side throughout the year. Managers and coordinators did not want to
compromise on anything, and the program content has been fully adapted to
the changing MOH directives.

Raidat Women's Leadership Program opened in mid-September, a few days
before the announcement of the new lockdown. The young women got to
know each other and moved on to participating in activities and getting
familiarity with the program and its content. As soon as the lockdown was
announced, the program moved online. Our team operates day and night,
meeting with participants individually to ensure their participation and
motivation remain high.

The Alumni Program coordinates most of our volunteering activities for the
community which needs as much help as they can get these days. Our team
also continues to work with the graduates, many of whom start the university
year very soon. Our team continually assists graduates with enrolling in higher
education, applying for scholarships and dealing with various challenges.





Volunteering in the Community 

As an organization whose mission it is to empower the next generation of Bedouin
leaders, our program participants and graduates have taken the lead in their
communities, all the while identifying new needs. Here are just a few examples of how
our Stars have been making a difference:

Supervising Children of Hospital Workers
Twenty-four of our Stars regularly volunteer for the
Soroka Medical Center's drop-in center, looking after
the children of medical staff. The activities take place
at Ramot school in Be'er Sheva and our volunteers
have discovered how fulfilling it is to see children
from many different backgrounds interacting and
they especially enjoy teaching Hebrew-speaking
children to write their names in Arabic. The medical
staff are better able to fulfill their essential roles with
the peace of mind that their children are well looked
after.

Laqiya Children's Club
Laqiya town council, which is near Desert Stars
Center, asked for our assistance and we were
humbled by the opportunity to help. Our team of ten
joined forces with their welfare department to run
day centers for vulnerable children as well as
distribute food parcels to families in dire need.

Leadership Incubator Helps Farmers
During their 3-week outdoor pursuits chapter, the
second national lockdown was announced. All 48 of
our program participants who were still up north,
took it upon themselves to volunteer on an organic
farm in Ein Ya'akov. Solomon Farm was in dire need
of working hands due to the sudden onset of the
lockdown, so our participants pulled together as a
team for a full week and worked hard to help a
farmer in need.



Distributing Food Parcels
Just a few hours before the second lockdown began, our organization decided to help families
in need get the food they need before curfew. It has now become a regular Friday assignment
as the team meets in Beer Sheva with the distinct mission of getting meals to the needy. Their
job entails packing the food boxes and distributing them to grateful families throughout Beer
Sheva, Rahat, Kuseife and Laqiya towns.

Kuseife Corona Testing Center
Two of our senior graduates are volunteering at the Corona drive-through testing center in
Kuseife. They are on the first response team for all referrals coming to be tested and are
responsible for recording all patient data.

Helping the Elderly
More alumni of ours are volunteering at Matav organization, driving the elderly to medical
treatments and helping them purchase groceries. They also helped elderly in senior homes to
complete administrative tasks that they cannot accomplish alone.

Thank You!
www.desertstars.org.il

We are proud of the volunteering spirit of our Stars 
within the Bedouin communities and the whole Negev.


